
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

SUTER WEIGHS $90M OFFER
WINGS’ GM TRAVELS TO MEET COVETED FREE AGENT

O N G U A R D F O R 1 8 1 Y E A R S

Wednesday 7.4.2012 www.freep.com

ANDY GRIFFITH
Affable actor
was a member
of our family
ROCHELLE RILEY, 2A
❚ He was more than just a
sheriff. 1D

WALLY FONG/ASSOCIATED PRESS

+7.1%+15.5%+20.3%

CHRYSLERCHRYSLER

JUNE AUTO SALES

AUTO SALES
SOAR IN JUNE,
ON PACE FOR
BEST YEAR
SINCE 2007
BUSINESS, 1C

Bridge .........4D
Business ......1C
Classified.....3C
Comics........6D
Corrections ..2A
Deaths ........8A
Editorials.....9A

Horoscope...2D
Life..............1D
Lottery ........2A
Metro..........3A
Movies........3D
Puzzles..4D-5D
Sports ..........1B

INDEX

$1.00

NATURE BRINGS
OWN FIREWORKS
More storms, more sizzle.
FORECAST, 2A

96 72
High Low

SPORTS, 1B

Vol. 182, Number 61
© 2012 Detroit Free Press Inc., Printed in the U.S.

50% OFF TOYS
AND GAMES FROM
KIMMYSHOP.COM
DETAILS, 2A

LANSING—Gov. Rick Snyder
surprised friend and foe alike
Tuesday by vetoing major por-
tions of a Republican-backed
elections reform package, includ-
ing those that would have im-
posed tighter photo ID and citi-
zenship requirements and put
new restrictions on voter regis-
tration drives.

Though Snyder signed 11 less
controversial bills in the package,
it was the three vetoes that gained
the most attention.

Democrats viewed the mea-
sures as an attempt to suppress
voter turnout, especially among

minority and urban populations.
Republicans said the measures
were commonsense reforms to
protect the integrity of elections.

The bills were similar to 180
bills that have passed or are pend-
ing in state legislatures across
the country. Since 2011, 11 states
have passed and 16 more are con-
sidering bills that would require
photo identification; 10 have
passed or are considering bills
that would require proof of citi-
zenship,and 10 have passed or are
considering legislation that
would restrict voter registration
drives. Snyder is the first Repub-
lican governor to veto any such
bills, according to the Brennan
Center for Justice at New York 

3 surprise
vetoes halt
voting limits

See VETOES, PAGE 2A

GOP bills tighten
rules to register
and cast ballots
By Kathleen Gray
and Dawson Bell
Free Press Staff Writers

Rick Snyder is the
first GOP gover-
nor to veto such
bills, an organiza-
tion tracking
efforts to restrict
voting says.

Timothy Winters can now check off
the No. 1thing on his bucket list — becom-
ing a citizen of the United States of Ameri-
ca. It’s something he has wanted to do for
years, decades really, but as he explained
it, “you just get busy with life and doing
daily stuff.”

On Tuesday, Winters, 61, of Tecumseh
joined 59 others from 28 different coun-
ties in a concrete interview room at Co-
merica Park to be sworn in as U.S. citi-
zens, before the Detroit Tigers were
scheduled to face the Minnesota Twins.

Although the rain kept the ceremony
from taking place on the actual ballfieldin
front of all the fans and their loved ones,
the spirits of the group were only damp-
ened, not soaked. 

“It makes me feel more complete, like I
really belong,” said Winters, who later
moved to Superior Township, where he
retired in September 2001after more than
25 years as a firefighter.

Patriotically dressed in a red shirt with
an American flag pin placed on his chest
pocket, Winters listened attentively to the
words of the gathered dignitaries. 

“Tonight we witness taking the oath of
citizenship. … To have not only the
dream, but the right, to life, liberty and the

Achieving an
American dream
At Comerica Park, 60 sworn in as citizens

JULIAN H. GONZALEZ/DETROIT FREE PRESS 

Alica Bodagh, 45, originally from Lebanon, uses her cell phone to record the naturalization cere-
mony Tuesday at Comerica Park. Because of the weather, the group had to take the oath inside. 

Tim Winter, left, holds the flag with fellow citizens
and U.S. District Judge Denise Page Hood, center. 

By Cassandra Spratling
and Bill Laitner 
Free Press Staff Writers

See CITIZENS, PAGE 6A

When Khalida Kakoz moved
to Detroit 37 years ago, West
Robinwood Street was filled
with friends and family from
back home in Iraq. 

Now, nearly every house on
the 60-year-old woman’s street
has been abandoned, burned or
torn down. In the middle of the
day, prostitutes walk along
John R and cars zoom down the
road as if it were a freeway. 

Except for a few residents
still hanging on by their teeth,
West Robinwood Street is emp-
ty. It’s also for sale. 

The Wayne County Treasur-
er’s Office is auctioning off
about 6,000 tax-foreclosed prop-

erties in a sort of closed-bid fire
sale that ends Monday. The par-
cels, including 20 on the half-
mile stretch of West Robinwood
between Woodward and John R,
are nearly all properties that
didn’t sell in the 2011 auctions.
The starting bid for a house is
$500. For a vacant lot, it’s $200.
There is no deposit required to
enter a bid. The auction started
last month. 

Although the properties are
located throughout the county,
most are in destabilized Detroit
neighborhoods, some of which
have no block clubs or other
groups to advocate for them. 
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O
n 

W
est 

H
ollyw

ood, 
one

block north of W
est R

obinw
ood,

10 houses are on the auction
block, including a m

odest du-
plex 

that 
T

ina 
and 

A
nthony

T
hom

as have rented half of for
about tw

o years. T
hey didn’t

know
 

the 
house 

w
as 

up 
for

grabs, but they are not w
orried.

“N
o one is going to buy these

houses, 
m

an,” 
said 

A
nthony

T
hom

as, 47, gesturing to houses
dow

n the street. 
A

nd the T
reasurer’s O

ffice
know

s that. “Som
e are in ex-

trem
ely distressed condition,”

said 
C

hief 
D

eputy 
T

reasurer
D

ave Szym
anski. “T

hose w
ill

probably not sell at all.” 

Lo
n

g
 ro

ad
 to

 au
ctio

n
W

hen property ow
ners fail to

pay taxes, the county begins a
three-year process to assum

e
the land, the house or the build-

ing. In the case of the properties
left from

 the 2011
auctions, tax-

es haven’t been paid since 2008. 
A

fter trying to sell a stagger-
ing 13,000 properties last fall,
the backlog of unsold properties
w

as significant, said Szym
an-

ski. N
orm

ally, he said, cities
have the option of absorbing un-
sold property. A

fter the 2011
auctions, som

e cities, such as
D

etroit, declined. T
his is the

first tim
e the county has tried to

reduce its inventory in a m
id-

year auction and still plans to
hold a fall auction. 

“A
 lot of this has to do w

ith
land 

m
anagem

ent,” 
said 

Szy-
m

anski. “T
he treasury should

not be in the business of m
anag-

ing land.” 
In som

e neighborhoods, Szy-
m

anski said he’d like to see com
-

m
unity groups buy som

e of the
properties. H

e said the T
reasur-

er’s O
ffice m

ade efforts to in-
form

 those groups about the

auction. 
H

e has sold houses to B
light

B
usters for $1

just so the hom
es

could be dem
olished. T

here are
about 1,400 such properties in
this auction. 

“T
here are som

e w
e believe

are 
absolutely 

beyond 
salva-

tion,” he said. 
O

therw
ise, he said, he’s hop-

ing the various land banks w
ill

step up. 

Sig
n

s o
f h

o
p

e, d
esp

air
T

he housing stock in B
right-

m
oor w

as never m
eant to last. 

B
uilt quickly of w

ood w
ith

open 
lots 

betw
een 

them
, 

the
hom

es w
ere m

eant to give low
-

w
age autow

orkers land to grow
as their fam

ilies grew
, said K

irk
M

ayes of the B
rightm

oor A
lli-

ance. B
ut w

hen they’d saved
enough, 

the 
w

orkers 
m

oved
across the Southfield Freew

ay
to the G

randm
ont neighborhood

instead.
N

ow
, B

rightm
oor has pock-

ets 
of 

bustling 
businesses,

m
aintained cottages and even a

section 
of 

farm
ing 

co-opera-
tive-style living surrounding a
series of streets so em

pty and
overgrow

n, they resem
ble the

country.
Sandra 

V
illasenor, 

w
hose

block on B
entler in B

rightm
oor

is nearly em
pty, said she doesn’t

think people w
ill buy the houses

for sale, and she’s O
K

 w
ith that.

She likes the w
ide-open space

com
pared to the southw

est D
e-

troit neighborhood from
 w

hich
she cam

e seven years ago.
“W

e’ve never had any prob-
lem

s. M
y kids alw

ays play out-
side. E

ven if you fix it, it’s not
w

orth it,” she said. 
B

rightm
oor’s 

com
m

unity
groups said they w

ould be hap-
py to buy houses, and that they
do, but the logistics of w

ho ow
ns

w
hat, the land betw

een houses
and lack of consistent funding
m

ake it difficult to buy large
sw

aths 
of 

property 
to 

be
cleaned

up, rebuilt and hopeful-
ly, resold. 

O
f the 296 houses being auc-

tioned in the 48223 ZIP code,
m

any are hom
es once ow

ned by
the N

orthw
est D

etroit N
eigh-

borhood 
D

evelopm
ent 

C
orp.,

w
hich in 2008, lost donations

and the ability to pay taxes on
the houses it intended to sal-
vage.

“It’s 
not 

contiguous,” 
said

Jeff 
A

dam
s 

of 
C

ity 
M

ission,
looking at the auction list for
48223. “T

his m
akes it hard. I

m
ean, you get a nice hom

e, but
not a neighborhood.” 

M
ore than a dozen properties

are on the auction block on sin-
gle streets such as W

estbrook
and B

entler. Scattered through-
out those blocks are dozens of
occupied houses rebuilt by the
N

orthw
est 

D
etroit 

N
eighbor-

hood D
evelopm

ent C
orp. 

C
om

pounding the stalem
ate

of B
rightm

oor’s housing situa-
tion 

is 
M

ayes’ 
understanding

that the neighborhood is exactly
the kind of distressed com

m
uni-

ty that city officials have talked
about in term

s of lim
iting ser-

vices and discouraging invest-
m

ent. 
B

rightm
oor 

could 
see

few
er streetlights and police.

T
here are also plans to m

ove

people from
 vacant blocks to

parts of the city w
here popula-

tion is denser. 
In a sense, the groups said,

the county is selling land the ci-
ty says isn’t w

orth the invest-
m

ent. Y
et M

eijer is m
oving near

both B
rightm

oor and W
est R

ob-
inw

ood, 
and 

D
etroit 

Public
Schools just put a new

 school in
the thick of B

rightm
oor. 

“T
here’s 

no 
com

m
unica-

tion,” said M
ayes. “W

hy spend
$23 m

illion on a new
 school?

W
hy is M

eijer m
oving up the

road? A
nd here you are telling

people w
e’re going to leave you

on your ow
n?” 

W
h

at resid
en

ts see
T

aylor M
anning, 18, used to

w
alk about three-quarters of a

m
ile from

 her house on N
ovara

to 
catch 

a 
bus 

to 
school 

on
8

M
ile. Living just tw

o blocks
from

 w
here police found the bo-

dy of carjacking victim
 M

at-
thew

 Landry three years ago,
she said she has been hassled so
m

any tim
es, her fam

ily finds
$100 per w

eek to pay for cabs to
get her to her bus stop safely.

T
here are 700 properties for

sale 
in 

the 
48205 

ZIP 
code,

w
hich encom

passes the O
sborn

neighborhood and several oth-
ers. T

he M
annings’ house, in the

R
egent Park neighborhood, is

on the auction list, after the de-
veloper w

ho vow
ed to pay taxes

in exchange for selling it to
K

athy M
anning, 57,squelched.

Like other fam
ilies w

ho spoke to
the Free Press, the M

annings
said they don’t believe anyone
w

ill buy their house, or the 22
others for sale on N

ovara. 
“W

hat w
e w

ish w
ould happen

is that they w
ould tear dow

n
these houses,” said K

athy M
an-

ning, 
gesturing 

to 
a 

row
 

of
boarded-up houses in front of
her.

“T
hey 

are 
already

stripped.” 
T

he M
annings w

ish they had
a

w
ay off N

ovara, as they’ve
w

atched people strip their ow
n

houses before m
oving out of the

neighborhood. 
T

hey’ve 
dealt

w
ith rogue dogs, shootings and

drugs, all w
hile T

aylor M
anning

tries to finish her nursing assis-
tant degree to help pay for col-
lege at the U

niversity of M
ichi-

gan. Like the M
annings, Jam

es
A

lexander, 67,w
ho lives on A

r-
lington 

just 
north 

of 
H

am
-

tram
ck, said he feels that offer-

ing the land in neighborhoods to
people 

outside 
the 

neighbor-
hood 

is 
just 

going 
to 

m
ake

things w
orse. H

e lives across
from

 several abandoned hous-
es, som

e of w
hich are on the auc-

tion block. 
“I don’t know

 if anyone is go-
ing to buy them

 and w
hat they

are going to do w
ith them

,” he
said, adding that he tries to keep
them

 as nice-looking as possi-
ble. “I’d like to buy them

.” 
❚

CO
N

TA
CT M

EG
H

A
 SA

TY
A

N
A

RA
Y

A
N

A
:

313-222-8767 O
R M

EG
H

A
@

FREEPRESS.CO
M

gathered dignitaries. 
“T

onight w
e w

itness taking the oath
of citizenship.…

T
o have not only the

dream
, but the right, to life, liberty and

the pursuit of happiness,” said U
.S.

D
istrict Judge D

enise Page H
ood, w

ho
adm

inistered the form
al statem

ent of
citizenship.

“W
e have people here from

 A
lbania

to V
ietnam

, C
anada and everyw

here in
betw

een. I hope you w
ill be able to en-

joy your new
 citizenship, including the

gam
e of baseball,” the judge said.

“G
o T

igers, right!?” 
A

s they sw
ore allegiance to their

new
 nation, m

em
bers of the group held

cell phones overhead, fervently re-
cording the happenings that their fam

-
ilies could not w

atch.
South A

frica native A
nnette D

erks,
43, of A

nn A
rbor w

as there w
ith her son

V
incent D

erks, 20, w
ho cam

e to the
U

.S. w
hen he w

as just 17 m
onths old.

“I’ve reaped the benefits (of being in
the U

.S.) for 20 years, so it w
as tim

e to
be fully a part of this country. A

nd N
o-

vem
ber is loom

ing,” said D
erks, refer-

ring to her first chance to vote for a
U

.S. president.

A
b

etter life in
 M

ich
ig

an
W

inters w
as just 18

w
hen he cam

e
alone from

 his eastern O
ntario hom

e to

m
etro D

etroit in 1969. H
e got one of

those good factory jobs at Ford and
never looked back. 

“In a w
ay, I kind of lived the A

m
eri-

can dream
,” W

inters said. “I got a de-
cent job and supported m

yself and m
y

fam
ily. I didn’t get rich by far, but I’ve

lived a very com
fortable life.”

W
hen W

inters left C
anada, im

m
i-

grating w
as easier than it is today.

“T
hey didn’t ask a w

hole lot of ques-
tions back then. I actually w

ent undoc-
um

ented for 15, 20 years,” said W
in-

ters, of the tim
e before he obtained a

green card, w
hich designates a person

as a “perm
anent resident alien.”

N
ine days before W

inters retired
from

 Ford, terrorists attacked the U
.S.,

killing nearly 3,000 people.T
he attack

m
eant to scare A

m
erica drew

 him
 clos-

er to it.
“It helped m

e realize how
 m

uch I
love this country and the people in it,”
said W

inters, w
ho is divorced and has a

daughter, C
harlene V

laz, 31, and tw
o

granddaughters, M
adison V

laz, 10, and
A

laina V
laz, 6. 

“M
y life is here. M

y w
orld is here.

M
y daughter and granddaughters are

here. I w
ouldn’t dream

 of going any-

place else,” W
inters said

Takin
g

 th
e leap

E
arlier this year, W

inters did w
hat

he’d been putting off for years. H
e ap-

plied to becom
e a citizen.

H
is daughter and grandchildren

helped him
 study for the exam

 that
tests 

candidates 
for 

citizenship’s
know

ledge of A
m

erican governm
ent

and history. Passing is required to be-
com

e a candidate for citizenship.
“I’d study the question and answ

ers
and then they’d quiz m

e,” W
inters said.

“It w
as kind of like w

e w
ere all learning

together.”
W

hich 
question 

m
ost 

surprised
him

?“T
hat there are 435 m

em
bers of the

H
ouse 

of 
R

epresentatives. 
I 

never
im

agined that m
any. T

his governm
ent

is not m
ade up of a handful of people.

Y
ou don’t realize how

 m
any it takes to

m
ake this w

hole thing w
ork.”

T
he D

etroit cerem
ony w

as one of 45
cerem

onies across the country and
abroad w

ith 4,000 total candidates.
C

erem
onies began T

hursday
and w

ill
continue into next w

eek. 
“W

hen it w
as all over, w

hen they
shook m

y hand and gave m
e m

y certif-
icate, the em

otion got running pretty
high,” W

inters said. “I guess, to be hon-
est, I could’ve cried. It has been a long
tim

e com
ing.” 

CITIZENS:At Com
erica Park, 60 gain dream
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Fatm
a Bazzi, 61, center, participates in the naturalization cerem

ony Tuesday at
Com

erica Park.The D
etroit cerem

ony w
as one of 45 cerem

onies nationw
ide. 
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The W

ayne County Treasurer
is auctioning off about 6,000
properties through a closed-
bidding process that ends at
2

p.m
. Tuesday. 

There is no deposit required
to place a bid. H

ouses start at
$500 and land starts at $200. 

For m
ore inform

ation, e-m
ail

W
CTLandM

gt@
co.w

ayne.m
i.us

or call 313-224-6954. 
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The W
ayne County Treasurer’s O

ffi
ce is trying to sell about 6,000 

houses, m
ost in D

etroit, that didn’t sell in auctions last fall. Several 
streets, including those below

, have m
ultiple houses on the auction 

block. For a list of houses in this auction, go to:
w

aynecountytreasurerm
i.com

 or w
hydontw

eow
nthis.com

.
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M
ary Frazier, 83, of D

etroit and Sonny the cat sit on her front porch on W
est Robinw

ood. N
early every

house on the street has been abandoned, burned or torn dow
n. M

any parcels are up for auction. 

TA
K

E TH
E Q

U
IZ

Part of the process ofbecom
ing a citizen

requires passage of an A
m

erican civics and
history test.

The U
.S. Citizenship and Im

m
igration Ser-

vice has a 100-question exam
. A

pplicants for
citizenship are asked 10 of those questions
and m

ust answ
er at least six correctly to pass

the test. 
Follow

ing are 10 sam
ple questions from

the 100-question exam
:

1. W
h

at is th
e su

p
rem

e law
 o

f th
e

lan
d

?  

2. Th
e id

ea o
f self-g

o
vern

m
en

t is in
th

e first th
ree w

o
rd

s o
f th

e C
o

n
sti-

tu
tio

n
. W

h
at are th

ese w
o

rd
s? 

3. W
h

at d
o

 w
e call th

e first 10
am

en
d

m
en

ts to
 th

e C
o

n
stitu

tio
n

?

4. H
o

w
 m

an
y am

en
d

m
en

ts d
o

es
th

e C
o

n
stitu

tio
n

 h
ave?

5. W
h

o
 m

akes fed
eral law

s? 

6. H
o

w
 m

an
y U

.S. sen
ato

rs are
th

ere? 

7. Th
e H

o
u

se o
f R

ep
resen

tatives
h

as h
o

w
 m

an
y vo

tin
g

 m
em

b
ers?

8. W
h

o
 d

o
es a U

.S. sen
ato

r rep
re-

sen
t? 

9. If b
o

th
 th

e p
resid

en
t an

d
 th

e
vice p

resid
en

t can
 n

o
 lo

n
g

er serve,
w

h
o

 b
eco

m
es p

resid
en

t? 

10. W
h

at is th
e h

ig
h

est co
u

rt in
 th

e
U

.S.?

A
N

SW
ER

S:
1. The Constitution 2. W

e the People
3.The Bill of Rights 4. 27 5. Congress —

 the
Senate and the H

ouse of Representatives,
also know

n as the U
.S. Legislature 6. 100

7.435 8. A
ll the people of the state 9. The

speaker of the H
ouse 10. The Suprem

e
Court

FO
R

 A
 LO

O
K

 A
T A

LL 100 Q
U

ESTIO
N

S,
G

O
 TO

:FR
EEP.C

O
M

/C
ITIZEN

TEST
Source: U

.S. Citizenship and Im
m

igration Services w
ebsite
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Ram
on Santiago had done everything

to becom
e an A

m
erican citizen —

 except
send in the paperw

ork.
“M

y m
om

 kept on m
e; she kept saying,

‘Send it in, send it in,’” the Tigers infield-
er said Tuesday.

“She said ‘W
hat are you doing? Just

send it.’ I kept putting it off, so a couple
of m

onths ago,I finally sent it in.”
N

ow
 the native of Las M

atas de Farfan,
San Juan, in the D

om
inican Republic, is

a
U

.S. citizen and he doesn’t have to
re-apply for a w

ork visa every year.
Santiago told his story Tuesday as

60 people w
ere set to be sw

orn in as
U

.S. citizens before the gam
e

against M
innesota at Com

erica
Park.“The process took a couple of
years,” he said. “I qualified for

it easy, but” it took m
e a “long tim

e
because I didn’t send the papers in. O

nce
Isent the papers, everything w

ent
through fine, now

 I have 10 years to
residence, so I don’t have to w

orry about
a

visa anym
ore. I can apply for U

.S. citi-
zenship after five years. That’s the first
step. It’s a big step.

“N
ow

 I don’t have w
orry about getting

a
visa in the D

om
inican every year.”

The visa fee w
as alw

ays paid by the
Tigers for an undisclosed am

ount.
“Every year, I had to go to the counsel

in the D
om

inican,” Santiago said. “N
ow

 I
don’t to w

orry about that anym
ore. It’s a

relief, even for the team
 because the

team
 doesn’t have to pay for that visa

anym
ore. They pay big bucks. Every Latin

player they pay for his w
ork visa.”

The Tigers signed Santiago, 32, in 1998

and by M
ay 23, 2002, he had m

ade the
big-league club. H

e w
as traded along

w
ith Juan G

onzalez to the Seattle M
ari-

ners for Carlos G
uillen in 2004.

But after being released by Seattle, he
signed a m

inor-league contract w
ith the

Tigers in 2006
and since has been w

ith
the organization.

The Tigers’ hom
estand against the

Tw
ins and the K

ansas City Royals has
been billed as Show

 Y
our Patriotism

w
eek at Com

erica Park. 
For the Santiagos —

 Ram
on, his sons

A
ndres and Raym

ond and w
ife A

ndrea
—

being A
m

erican is as im
portant as

baseball.
“W

e go back to the D
om

inican in the
w

inter, but w
e’re going to buy a house,

m
aybe in Florida,” Santiago said.

Ram
on

Santiago 

—
Perry A

. Farrell


