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Wayne Co. auction aims
to unload 6,000 homes

Some Detroit streets

have many for sale

By Megha Satyanarayana
Free Press Staff Writer

When Khalida Kakoz moved
to Detroit 37 years ago, West
Robinwood Street was filled
with friends and family from
back home in Iraq.

Now, nearly every house on
the 60-year-old woman’s street
has been abandoned, burned or
torn down. In the middle of the
day, prostitutes walk along
John R and cars zoom down the
road as if it were a freeway.

Except for a few residents
still hanging on by their teeth,
West Robinwood Street is emp-
ty. It’s also for sale.

The Wayne County Treasur-
er’s Office is auctioning off
about 6,000 tax-foreclosed prop-
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DATABASE: SEE
WHICH HOMES
ARE FOR SALE

erties in a sort of closed-bid fire
sale that ends Monday. The par-
cels, including 20 on the half-
mile stretch of West Robinwood
between Woodward and John R,
are nearly all properties that
didn’t sell in the 2011 auctions.
The starting bid for a house is
$500. For a vacant lot, it’s $200.
There is no deposit required to
enter a bid. The auction started
last month.

Although the properties are
located throughout the county,
most are in destabilized Detroit
neighborhoods, some of which
have no block clubs or other
groups to advocate for them.

See AUCTION, PAGE 6A



AUCTION: Properties cheap,
but may not be salvageable

FROM PAGE 1A

On West Hollywood, one
block north of West Robinwood,
10 houses are on the auction
block, including a modest du-
plex that Tina and Anthony
Thomas have rented half of for
about two years. They didn’t
know the house was up for
grabs, but they are not worried.

“No one is going to buy these
houses, man,” said Anthony
Thomas, 47, gesturing to houses
down the street.

And the Treasurer’s Office
knows that. “Some are in ex-
tremely distressed condition,”
said Chief Deputy Treasurer
Dave Szymanski. “Those will
probably not sell at all.”

Long road to auction
‘When property owners fail to
pay taxes, the county begins a
three-year process to assume
the land, the house or the build-
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ing. In the case of the properties
left from the 2011 auctions, tax-
es haven’t been paid since 2008.

After trying to sell a stagger-
ing 13,000 properties last fall,
the backlog of unsold properties
was significant, said Szyman-
ski. Normally, he said, cities
have the option of absorbing un-
sold property. After the 2011
auctions, some cities, such as
Detroit, declined. This is the
first time the county has tried to
reduce its inventory in a mid-
year auction and still plans to
hold a fall auction.

“A lot of this has to do with
land management,” said Szy-
manski. “The treasury should
not be in the business of manag-
ing land.”

In some neighborhoods, Szy-
manski said he’d like to see com-
munity groups buy some of the
properties. He said the Treasur-
er’s Office made efforts to in-
form those groups about the

The Wayne County Treasurer’s Office is trying to sell about 6,000
houses, most in Detroit, that didn’t sell in auctions last fall. Several
streets, including those below, have multiple houses on the auction
block. For a list of houses in this auction, go to:
waynecountytreasurermi.com or whydontweownthis.com.
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auction.

He has sold houses to Blight
Busters for $1 just so the homes
could be demolished. There are
about 1,400 such properties in
this auction.

“There are some we believe
are absolutely beyond salva-
tion,” he said.

Otherwise, he said, he’s hop-
ing the various land banks will
step up.

Signs of hope, despair

The housing stock in Bright-
moor was never meant to last.

Built quickly of wood with
open lots between them, the
homes were meant to give low-
wage autoworkers land to grow
as their families grew, said Kirk
Mayes of the Brightmoor Alli-
ance. But when they’d saved
enough, the workers moved
across the Southfield Freeway
to the Grandmont neighborhood
instead.

Now, Brightmoor has pock-
ets of bustling businesses,
maintained cottages and even a
section of farming co-opera-
tive-style living surrounding a
series of streets so empty and
overgrown, they resemble the
country.

Sandra Villasenor, whose
block on Bentler in Brightmoor
isnearly empty, said she doesn’t
think people will buy the houses
for sale, and she’s OK with that.
She likes the wide-open space
compared to the southwest De-
troit neighborhood from which
she came seven years ago.

“We've never had any prob-
lems. My kids always play out-
side. Even if you fix it, it’s not
worth it,” she said.

Brightmoor’s  community
groups said they would be hap-
py to buy houses, and that they
do, but the logistics of who owns
what, the land between houses
and lack of consistent funding
make it difficult to buy large
swaths of property to be
cleaned up, rebuilt and hopeful-
ly, resold.

Of the 296 houses being auc-
tioned in the 48223 ZIP code,
many are homes once owned by
the Northwest Detroit Neigh-
borhood Development Corp.,
which in 2008, lost donations
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Mary Frazier, 83, of Detroit and Sonny the cat sit on her front porch on West Robinwood. N
house on the street has been abandoned, burned or torn down. Many parcels are up for au

ABOUT THE AUCTION

The Wayne County Treasurer
is auctioning off about 6,000
properties through a closed-
bidding process that ends at
2 p.m. Tuesday.

There is no deposit required
to place a . Houses start at
$500 and land starts at $200.

For more information, e-mail
WCTLandMgt@co.wayne.mi.us
or call 313-224-6954.

and the ability to pay taxes on
the houses it intended to sal-
vage.

“It’s not contiguous,” said
Jeff Adams of City Mission,
looking at the auction list for
48223. “This makes it hard. I
mean, you get a nice home, but
not a neighborhood.”

More than a dozen properties
are on the auction block on sin-
gle streets such as Westbrook
and Bentler. Scattered through-
out those blocks are dozens of
occupied houses rebuilt by the
Northwest Detroit Neighbor-
hood Development Corp.

Compounding the stalemate
of Brightmoor’s housing situa-
tion is Mayes’ understanding
that the neighborhood is exactly
the kind of distressed communi-
ty that city officials have talked
about in terms of limiting ser-
vices and discouraging invest-
ment. Brightmoor could see
fewer streetlights and police.
There are also plans to move

people from vacant blocks to
parts of the city where popula-
tion is denser.

In a sense, the groups said,
the county is selling land the ci-
ty says isn’t worth the invest-
ment. Yet Meijer is moving near
both Brightmoor and West Rob-
inwood, and Detroit Public
Schools just put a new school in
the thick of Brightmoor.

“There’s no communica-
tion,” said Mayes. “Why spend
$23 million on a new school?
Why is Meijer moving up the
road? And here you are telling
people we're going to leave you
on your own?”

What residents see
Taylor Manning, 18, used to
walk about three-quarters of a
mile from her house on Novara
to catch a bus to school on
8 Mile. Living just two blocks
from where police found the bo-
dy of carjacking victim Mat-
thew Landry three years ago,
she said she has been hassled so
many times, her family finds
$100 per week to pay for cabs to
get her to her bus stop safely.
There are 700 properties for
sale in the 48205 ZIP code,
which encompasses the Osborn
neighborhood and several oth-
ers. The Mannings’ house, in the
Regent Park neighborhood, is
on the auction list, after the de-
veloper who vowed to pay taxes
in exchange for selling it to
Kathy Manning, 57, squelched.

Like other families
the Free Press, t
said they don’t be
will buy their hot
others for sale on

“What we wish*
is that they woul
these houses,” sai
ning, gesturing 1
boarded-up house
her. “They a
stripped.”

The Mannings
a way off Novar,
watched people st
houses before moy
neighborhood. T
with rogue dogs, ¢
drugs, all while Ta
tries to finish her
tant degree to hel
lege at the Univer
gan.

Like the Mam
Alexander, 67, wh
lington just nor
tramck, said he fe:
ing the land in neig
people outside t
hood is just goi
things worse. He
from several aba:
es, some of which e
tion block.

“Idon’t know if
ing to buy them a
are going to do w
said, adding that h
them as nice-look
ble. “I'd like to buy

1 CONTACT MEGHA SATY.
313-222-8767 OR MEGHAE



