
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  

	
  

	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
   	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

Wayne
WAYNE-WESTLAND

Bell ringers
sought by the
Salvation Army

The Wayne-Westland
Salvation Army Corps is
seeking volunteers for the
annual Red Kettle cam-
paign.

The corps has some 30
paid bell ringers ready to
hit about 20 sites in the
Wayne-Westland area
Nov. 11, the first day of the
campaign. There will be a
bell ringer orientation at
6 p.m. Nov. 10 at the
corps, 2300 S. Venoy
Road, Westland. 

Bell ringing will take
place at community sites
through Dec. 24.

This year’s Wayne-
Westland goal is $165,000
for the kettles and
$20,000 for mail appeals.

The Detroit Red Kettle
kickoff is 6 p.m. Nov. 18 at
Campus Martius. To
volunteer, go to www
.myvolunteerpage.com
or www.registertoring
.com.

Michigan
LANSING

Surplus store
cuts hours to
once a month

The state’s surplus
store no longer will be
open on weekdays and
instead will be open only
the third Saturday of
each month. 

MiStore will hold its
first Saturday opening 
8 a.m.-3 p.m. Nov. 19. 

The state store has a
vast inventory of surplus
items. Some are property
seized by police, while
others were voluntarily
surrendered at airports.
The store also has prop-
erty no longer needed by
government agencies,
such as desks and com-
puters. 

Among the items for
sale are police cars, flat-
screen TVs, jewelry,
cameras, paddleboats,
pocket knives and lawn
maintenance equipment. 

The surplus store is in
Lansing. 

For information, go to
www.michigan.gov
/surplus. 

TRAVERSE CITY

Commission
votes to seek
$3.5M grant

The City Commission
has voted to seek a 
$3.5-million federal stim-
ulus grant for transporta-
tion projects, which in-
clude a proposed pedes-
trian tunnel that is part of
a hotel project in Tra-
verse City’s Warehouse
District. 

Mayor Chris Bzdok
continues to oppose the
proposed tunnel under
Grandview Parkway,
citing its rising cost. He
said the estimate rose
from $1.1 million to
$2.3 million in Septem-
ber, and now stands at
$2.5 million. 

The commission voted
4-3 last week to seek the
federal money, which also
would support other
projects. 
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A priest who has spent al-
most four decades working in
metro Detroit was placed on
paid administrative leave as
the result of an allegation of
sexual misconduct. 

Parishioners at St. Sylves-
ter Catholic Church in War-
ren were told during the
weekend that the Rev. Gary
Schulte — their pastor of 17
years — is restricted from
public ministry by the Archdi-
ocese of Detroit.

The archdiocese received
an allegation of sexual mis-
conduct involving a male un-
der the age of 18 from its vic-
tim assistance coordinator in

September and placed
Schulte, 66, on leave Friday,
said Ned McGrath, spokes-
man for the archdiocese. 

The archdiocese reported
the accusation to the Oakland
County Prosecutor’s Office in
September, McGrath said.

The Free Press left mes-
sages for Schulte, but was un-
able to reach him. 

McGrath said the archdio-
cese found the complaint to be
sufficient to warrant the re-
strictions, and its investiga-
tion continues. 

“We have not made a deci-
sion of guilt,” he said.  

Gail Schulte, the priest’s
sister, said Sunday she is very
close with her brother and
doesn’t believe the allegation

is true.
“The people

that know him,
and his friends,
they don’t be-
lieve it either,”
said Gail Schulte
of Rochester
Hills. 

“He’s a good
person, and he

would never do something like
that.” 

Schulte is not allowed to
celebrate mass or sacraments
or present himself as a priest
publicly, and has moved out of
the rectory, the archdiocese
said Sunday. 

Church officials said the al-
legation dated to the early
years of Schulte’s ministry.  

He was ordained a priest of
the Detroit archdiocese in
1972, according to information
posted on the archdiocese’s
website, and has worked in

Clawson, Beverly Hills, War-
ren, Royal Oak and Madison
Heights.

Church officials did not
give any other details about

the incident report or the al-
leged victim. 

A critic of the church’s han-
dling of abuse cases said Sun-
day that the archdiocesan in-
vestigation took too long.

During the last decade, the
Catholic Church has come un-
der scrutiny as reports sur-
faced of priests committing
sexual abuse of minors, forc-
ing it to make settlements. 

The Archdiocese of Detroit
has said it is committed to
weeding out any bad priests.

“It shouldn’t take a month
to determine whether an alle-
gation is credible,” said David
Clohessy, national director of
SNAP, the Survivors Net-
work of those Abused by
Priests.

People with complaints involving
sexual abuse can contact the Arch-
diocese of Detroit victim assistance
coordinator at 866-343-8055. 

Priest in Warren is put on leave 
Archdiocese is investigating
allegations of sex misconduct
By ELISHA ANDERSON 
and NIRAJ WARIKOO
FREE PRESS STAFF WRITERS

TREE TRIMMING BY POWER COMPANY: Detroit Edison, a unit of DTE En-
ergy, plans to dispatch tree-trimming crews to several communities in
the next two months. The utility says fallen limbs and tree branches cre-
ate about two-thirds of power outages during severe weather. It plans
to trim trees in counties including Huron, Lapeer, Livingston, Macomb,
Oakland, St. Clair, Washtenaw and Wayne. 

-- ASSOCIATED PRESS

Schulte’s work history
1972: Ordained priest of the
Detroit archdiocese 
1972:  Guardian Angels Parish
in Clawson, associate pastor
1973:  Our Lady Queen of Mar-
tyrs Parish in Beverly Hills,
associate pastor 
1975: Macomb Community
College in Warren, chaplain
1980: National Shrine of the
Little Flower Parish in Royal
Oak, associate pastor
1983: St. Vincent Ferrer Parish
in Madison Heights, pastor
1994: St. Sylvester Parish in
Warren, pastor
Source: Archdiocese of Detroit

The Rev.
Gary Schulte

For two months, Doris Gun-
ter searched for her father, a
dementia sufferer who wan-
dered from her home July 16. 

She repeatedly called po-
lice, drove around Detroit,
hung flyers with his photo and
asked about John Does at hos-
pitals and the Wayne County
morgue. 

Six days after wandering

off, the body of L.J. Blevins, 71,
was found without ID in a field
near 12th and Fort streets in
Detroit. As Gunter searched
for him, Blevins’ body lay in the
morgue, one of the 10 or so un-
identified bodies Wayne Coun-
ty sees per year.

Gunter went to the morgue
Sept. 29 to view a man initially
described as younger and
wearing different clothes. She
broke down when she saw the

wristwatch — it was her fa-
ther’s. 

“I really didn’t want that to
be my dad,” said Gunter, who
held a memorial service for

Blevins on Thursday.
Area medical examiners

say most John Does are identi-
fied within a few days, and po-
lice participation is key. 

Blevins’ case summary
shows no record of communi-
cation between police and ME
investigators. When asked,
Detroit Police said the Wayne
County Medical Examiner’s
Office would start getting
more detailed reports about

missing people.
Oakland County Medical

Examiner Dr. Ljubisa Dragov-
ic said Gunter’s efforts should
have been those of police and
the ME’s office. 

“It’s a dereliction of duty
and a betrayal of the popula-
tion served,” Dragovic said.
“It’s not (her) duty to go
through that.”
❚ JOHN DOE’S NATURAL DEATH LOW
PRIORITY, OFFICIALS SAY. 5A 

Man in morgue while daughter searched for help
By MEGHA SATYANARAYANA
FREE PRESS STAFF WRITER

L.J. Blevins, 71,
wandered from his
daughter’s home
July 16. As the
daughter searched,
Blevins’ body lay in
the morgue.

Angels’ Night volunteers hit the
streets of Detroit on Sunday, hoping to
repeat Saturday’s success in limiting
the number of fires.

There were 18 fires Saturday night,
lower than the Saturday evening aver-
age of about 26, said Dan Lijana, a
spokesman for Detroit Mayor Dave
Bing. 

City officials attribute the low num-
ber to volunteers who patrolled streets

and watched over their neighborhoods.
Kirk Lewis, Bing’s chief of staff, her-

alded the efforts of volunteers on Sat-
urday night.

 “We really are making an impact
here,” he said Sunday during a news
conference at the Northwest Activities
Center, where DTE Energy employees
gathered to begin patrols.

 Last year, the city saw a surge in
fires during the three-day Halloween
period. This year, that period began
Saturday and ends tonight.

In 2010, there were 169 fires over a

three-day period, and in 2009, there
were 119 fires, city officials have said.

The breakdown of types of fires,
such as arson, will come after the Hal-
loween period wraps up, officials said.

Angels’ Night began in the ’90s, and
the combined community, police and
fire patrol has been credited with a
sharp decrease in the number of fires
around Halloween.

Joyce Hayes Giles, senior vice presi-
dent of customer service for DTE, said
that between Saturday and Sunday,
the company had about 100 employees

on patrol.
 “We want to keep our community

safe,” she said.
At the center, Detroit resident Lin-

da Johnson, 64, handed out magnetic
lights that volunteers put on the roof of
their vehicles.

 She said this was her first year vol-
unteering on Angels’ Night.

 “I’m tired of seeing bad news about
Detroit on Angels’ Night,” Johnson
said.
❚ CONTACT ELISHA ANDERSON: 313-222-5144 OR
EANDERSON99@FREEPRESS.COM

VOLUNTEERS HIT DETROIT’S STREETS TO STOP ARSONISTS

KATHLEEN GALLIGAN/Detroit Free Press

Foresteen Hood and Lynda Thompson of Detroit hand out maps to Angels’ Night volunteers at the Northwest Activities Center in Detroit on Sunday.

ON GUARD ON ANGELS’ NIGHT
By ELISHA ANDERSON
and GINA DAMRON
FREE PRESS STAFF WRITERS

Wayne
WAYNE-WESTLAND

Bell ringers
sought by the
Salvation Army

The Wayne-Westland
Salvation Army Corps is
seeking volunteers for the
annual Red Kettle cam-
paign.

The corps has some 30
paid bell ringers ready to
hit about 20 sites in the
Wayne-Westland area
Nov. 11, the first day of the
campaign. There will be a
bell ringer orientation at
6 p.m. Nov. 10 at the
corps, 2300 S. Venoy
Road, Westland. 

Bell ringing will take
place at community sites
through Dec. 24.

This year’s Wayne-
Westland goal is $165,000
for the kettles and
$20,000 for mail appeals.

The Detroit Red Kettle
kickoff is 6 p.m. Nov. 18 at
Campus Martius. To
volunteer, go to www
.myvolunteerpage.com
or www.registertoring
.com.

Michigan
LANSING

Surplus store
cuts hours to
once a month

The state’s surplus
store no longer will be
open on weekdays and
instead will be open only
the third Saturday of
each month. 

MiStore will hold its
first Saturday opening 
8 a.m.-3 p.m. Nov. 19. 

The state store has a
vast inventory of surplus
items. Some are property
seized by police, while
others were voluntarily
surrendered at airports.
The store also has prop-
erty no longer needed by
government agencies,
such as desks and com-
puters. 

Among the items for
sale are police cars, flat-
screen TVs, jewelry,
cameras, paddleboats,
pocket knives and lawn
maintenance equipment. 

The surplus store is in
Lansing. 

For information, go to
www.michigan.gov
/surplus. 

TRAVERSE CITY

Commission
votes to seek
$3.5M grant

The City Commission
has voted to seek a 
$3.5-million federal stim-
ulus grant for transporta-
tion projects, which in-
clude a proposed pedes-
trian tunnel that is part of
a hotel project in Tra-
verse City’s Warehouse
District. 

Mayor Chris Bzdok
continues to oppose the
proposed tunnel under
Grandview Parkway,
citing its rising cost. He
said the estimate rose
from $1.1 million to
$2.3 million in Septem-
ber, and now stands at
$2.5 million. 

The commission voted
4-3 last week to seek the
federal money, which also
would support other
projects. 
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A priest who has spent al-
most four decades working in
metro Detroit was placed on
paid administrative leave as
the result of an allegation of
sexual misconduct. 

Parishioners at St. Sylves-
ter Catholic Church in War-
ren were told during the
weekend that the Rev. Gary
Schulte — their pastor of 17
years — is restricted from
public ministry by the Archdi-
ocese of Detroit.

The archdiocese received
an allegation of sexual mis-
conduct involving a male un-
der the age of 18 from its vic-
tim assistance coordinator in

September and placed
Schulte, 66, on leave Friday,
said Ned McGrath, spokes-
man for the archdiocese. 

The archdiocese reported
the accusation to the Oakland
County Prosecutor’s Office in
September, McGrath said.

The Free Press left mes-
sages for Schulte, but was un-
able to reach him. 

McGrath said the archdio-
cese found the complaint to be
sufficient to warrant the re-
strictions, and its investiga-
tion continues. 

“We have not made a deci-
sion of guilt,” he said.  

Gail Schulte, the priest’s
sister, said Sunday she is very
close with her brother and
doesn’t believe the allegation

is true.
“The people

that know him,
and his friends,
they don’t be-
lieve it either,”
said Gail Schulte
of Rochester
Hills. 

“He’s a good
person, and he

would never do something like
that.” 

Schulte is not allowed to
celebrate mass or sacraments
or present himself as a priest
publicly, and has moved out of
the rectory, the archdiocese
said Sunday. 

Church officials said the al-
legation dated to the early
years of Schulte’s ministry.  

He was ordained a priest of
the Detroit archdiocese in
1972, according to information
posted on the archdiocese’s
website, and has worked in

Clawson, Beverly Hills, War-
ren, Royal Oak and Madison
Heights.

Church officials did not
give any other details about

the incident report or the al-
leged victim. 

A critic of the church’s han-
dling of abuse cases said Sun-
day that the archdiocesan in-
vestigation took too long.

During the last decade, the
Catholic Church has come un-
der scrutiny as reports sur-
faced of priests committing
sexual abuse of minors, forc-
ing it to make settlements. 

The Archdiocese of Detroit
has said it is committed to
weeding out any bad priests.

“It shouldn’t take a month
to determine whether an alle-
gation is credible,” said David
Clohessy, national director of
SNAP, the Survivors Net-
work of those Abused by
Priests.

People with complaints involving
sexual abuse can contact the Arch-
diocese of Detroit victim assistance
coordinator at 866-343-8055. 

Priest in Warren is put on leave 
Archdiocese is investigating
allegations of sex misconduct
By ELISHA ANDERSON 
and NIRAJ WARIKOO
FREE PRESS STAFF WRITERS

TREE TRIMMING BY POWER COMPANY: Detroit Edison, a unit of DTE En-
ergy, plans to dispatch tree-trimming crews to several communities in
the next two months. The utility says fallen limbs and tree branches cre-
ate about two-thirds of power outages during severe weather. It plans
to trim trees in counties including Huron, Lapeer, Livingston, Macomb,
Oakland, St. Clair, Washtenaw and Wayne. 

-- ASSOCIATED PRESS

Schulte’s work history
1972: Ordained priest of the
Detroit archdiocese 
1972:  Guardian Angels Parish
in Clawson, associate pastor
1973:  Our Lady Queen of Mar-
tyrs Parish in Beverly Hills,
associate pastor 
1975: Macomb Community
College in Warren, chaplain
1980: National Shrine of the
Little Flower Parish in Royal
Oak, associate pastor
1983: St. Vincent Ferrer Parish
in Madison Heights, pastor
1994: St. Sylvester Parish in
Warren, pastor
Source: Archdiocese of Detroit

The Rev.
Gary Schulte

For two months, Doris Gun-
ter searched for her father, a
dementia sufferer who wan-
dered from her home July 16. 

She repeatedly called po-
lice, drove around Detroit,
hung flyers with his photo and
asked about John Does at hos-
pitals and the Wayne County
morgue. 

Six days after wandering

off, the body of L.J. Blevins, 71,
was found without ID in a field
near 12th and Fort streets in
Detroit. As Gunter searched
for him, Blevins’ body lay in the
morgue, one of the 10 or so un-
identified bodies Wayne Coun-
ty sees per year.

Gunter went to the morgue
Sept. 29 to view a man initially
described as younger and
wearing different clothes. She
broke down when she saw the

wristwatch — it was her fa-
ther’s. 

“I really didn’t want that to
be my dad,” said Gunter, who
held a memorial service for

Blevins on Thursday.
Area medical examiners

say most John Does are identi-
fied within a few days, and po-
lice participation is key. 

Blevins’ case summary
shows no record of communi-
cation between police and ME
investigators. When asked,
Detroit Police said the Wayne
County Medical Examiner’s
Office would start getting
more detailed reports about

missing people.
Oakland County Medical

Examiner Dr. Ljubisa Dragov-
ic said Gunter’s efforts should
have been those of police and
the ME’s office. 

“It’s a dereliction of duty
and a betrayal of the popula-
tion served,” Dragovic said.
“It’s not (her) duty to go
through that.”
❚ JOHN DOE’S NATURAL DEATH LOW
PRIORITY, OFFICIALS SAY. 5A 

Man in morgue while daughter searched for help
By MEGHA SATYANARAYANA
FREE PRESS STAFF WRITER

L.J. Blevins, 71,
wandered from his
daughter’s home
July 16. As the
daughter searched,
Blevins’ body lay in
the morgue.

Angels’ Night volunteers hit the
streets of Detroit on Sunday, hoping to
repeat Saturday’s success in limiting
the number of fires.

There were 18 fires Saturday night,
lower than the Saturday evening aver-
age of about 26, said Dan Lijana, a
spokesman for Detroit Mayor Dave
Bing. 

City officials attribute the low num-
ber to volunteers who patrolled streets

and watched over their neighborhoods.
Kirk Lewis, Bing’s chief of staff, her-

alded the efforts of volunteers on Sat-
urday night.

 “We really are making an impact
here,” he said Sunday during a news
conference at the Northwest Activities
Center, where DTE Energy employees
gathered to begin patrols.

 Last year, the city saw a surge in
fires during the three-day Halloween
period. This year, that period began
Saturday and ends tonight.

In 2010, there were 169 fires over a

three-day period, and in 2009, there
were 119 fires, city officials have said.

The breakdown of types of fires,
such as arson, will come after the Hal-
loween period wraps up, officials said.

Angels’ Night began in the ’90s, and
the combined community, police and
fire patrol has been credited with a
sharp decrease in the number of fires
around Halloween.

Joyce Hayes Giles, senior vice presi-
dent of customer service for DTE, said
that between Saturday and Sunday,
the company had about 100 employees

on patrol.
 “We want to keep our community

safe,” she said.
At the center, Detroit resident Lin-

da Johnson, 64, handed out magnetic
lights that volunteers put on the roof of
their vehicles.

 She said this was her first year vol-
unteering on Angels’ Night.

 “I’m tired of seeing bad news about
Detroit on Angels’ Night,” Johnson
said.
❚ CONTACT ELISHA ANDERSON: 313-222-5144 OR
EANDERSON99@FREEPRESS.COM

VOLUNTEERS HIT DETROIT’S STREETS TO STOP ARSONISTS

KATHLEEN GALLIGAN/Detroit Free Press

Foresteen Hood and Lynda Thompson of Detroit hand out maps to Angels’ Night volunteers at the Northwest Activities Center in Detroit on Sunday.

ON GUARD ON ANGELS’ NIGHT
By ELISHA ANDERSON
and GINA DAMRON
FREE PRESS STAFF WRITERS
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With missing person data,
fingerprinting, X-rays, dental
work, scars and other physical
features, the Oakland and Ma-
comb county medical examin-
ers say that truly unidentifi-
able bodies are rare. 

“The whole endeavor is to
identify the person and the
next of kin,” said Oakland
County Medical Examiner Dr.
Ljubisa Dragovic, adding that
anything less, “is the type of
thing that betrays the function
and the concept of the function
of the medical examiner.” 

Yet, in August and Septem-
ber, while she searched De-
troit, Doris Gunter’s father lay
at the Wayne County Medical
Examiner’s Office, dead of ap-
parent heart disease. He had
been there for two months — a
low-priority case of natural,
versus violent, death, county
officials said.

L.J. Blevins, 71, had been in
Detroit only a few weeks be-
fore he wandered away from
his daughter’s backyard in the
fog of dementia. When Detroit
police found him near the Am-
bassador Bridge six days later,
Blevins had changed clothes.
His wallet — filled with ID
cards — was gone. 

Gunter said she is both an-
gry and guilt-ridden that nei-
ther she nor police found her
father alive. She held his me-
morial service on Thursday,
and the cremated remains will
go to Blevins’ family in Missis-
sippi. As for two months of
searching, while he lay in the
morgue, she’s simply angry. 

“Nobody has a future here.
There are no caring souls,” she
said.

With neighboring medical
examiners extolling the role of
police in addition to forensics
for identifying John Does, a
Free Press examination of Ble-
vins’ case summary shows lit-
tle communication between
Detroit Police, the Medical Ex-
aminer’s Office and Gunter,
who said she called both nu-
merous times with few results. 

County officials refused re-
quests for interviews with the
ME investigators involved in
Blevins’ case, but Wayne
County spokesman Dennis
Niemiec said office staff won’t
log any of the 13,000 calls they
receive per year on John Does
unless the call might lead to
identification. 

Gunter said an early August
call was the only time she
learned of any John Doe in the
office, a man Niemiec said In-
vestigator Reginald Harvel de-
scribed as in his 50s. Gunter
balked at coming in because
her dad was much older. 

Yet, in the John Doe’s pock-
ets were a watch, some beads
and things belonging to Ble-
vins. The investigator didn’t
share that information with
Gunter, said Niemiec, to avoid
a false positive identification.
But Macomb County Medical
Examiner Dr. Daniel Spitz said

he would have shared it. 
“We go to elaborate steps to

identify a person,” Spitz said.
“It’s a lot of different things.
It’s not a cookbook.”

Several weeks later, when
Gunter finally decided to go to
the morgue, it was those items
that assured her that the body
before her was actually her fa-
ther.

Absent from the file is any
indication that ME investiga-
tors talked to Detroit Police as
part of their attempts to identi-
fy Blevins. 

Gunter had filled out a po-
lice notice given to members of
the news media with details
and a photo of her father —
more information than the ME
typically gets from police. Ev-
ery few weeks, Detroit police
give ME investigators a list of
missing people’s names, Nie-
miec said.

Dragovic said investigators
in his office often call police de-
partments for their help in
identifying John Does. 

Sgt. Eren Stephens, Detroit
Police spokeswoman, said the

officer with Blevins’ case did
what he could, given his work
load. Gunter said the officer re-
turned her calls once, telling
her to hire a private investiga-
tor.

“We’re doing everything we
can in our realm. It’s almost
like finding a needle in a hay-
stack,” Stephens said. 

After the Free Press inqui-
ry, Stephens said the ME’s of-
fice will now receive the same
detailed alerts sent to the news
media.

But Gunter said she is
pained that her father was no
one’s priority but hers. 

“It’s a human being,” she
said, regardless of who or how
they died.

The Free Press offered to
provide a description of the
three unidentified bodies at
the Wayne County morgue.
The bodies will be kept for at
least 60 days before burial,
Niemiec said. The ME’s office
refused. 
❚ CONTACT MEGHA SATYANARAYANA: 586-
826-7267 OR MEGHA@FREEPRESS.COM

Daughter angry
dad sat in morgue

REGINA H. BOONE/Detroit Free Press

In August and September, while she searched Detroit, Doris Gunter’s
father lay dead at the Wayne County Medical Examiner’s Office. 

County: John Doe’s
death low priority
By MEGHA SATYANARAYANA
FREE PRESS STAFF WRITER

Family photo

L.J. Blevins, 71,
had been in
Detroit only a
few weeks be-
fore he wandered
away from his
daughter’s back-
yard in the fog of
dementia. De-
troit police found
his body near the
Ambassador
Bridge six days
later. 
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With missing person data,
fingerprinting, X-rays, dental
work, scars and other physical
features, the Oakland and Ma-
comb county medical examin-
ers say that truly unidentifi-
able bodies are rare. 

“The whole endeavor is to
identify the person and the
next of kin,” said Oakland
County Medical Examiner Dr.
Ljubisa Dragovic, adding that
anything less, “is the type of
thing that betrays the function
and the concept of the function
of the medical examiner.” 

Yet, in August and Septem-
ber, while she searched De-
troit, Doris Gunter’s father lay
at the Wayne County Medical
Examiner’s Office, dead of ap-
parent heart disease. He had
been there for two months — a
low-priority case of natural,
versus violent, death, county
officials said.

L.J. Blevins, 71, had been in
Detroit only a few weeks be-
fore he wandered away from
his daughter’s backyard in the
fog of dementia. When Detroit
police found him near the Am-
bassador Bridge six days later,
Blevins had changed clothes.
His wallet — filled with ID
cards — was gone. 

Gunter said she is both an-
gry and guilt-ridden that nei-
ther she nor police found her
father alive. She held his me-
morial service on Thursday,
and the cremated remains will
go to Blevins’ family in Missis-
sippi. As for two months of
searching, while he lay in the
morgue, she’s simply angry. 

“Nobody has a future here.
There are no caring souls,” she
said.

With neighboring medical
examiners extolling the role of
police in addition to forensics
for identifying John Does, a
Free Press examination of Ble-
vins’ case summary shows lit-
tle communication between
Detroit Police, the Medical Ex-
aminer’s Office and Gunter,
who said she called both nu-
merous times with few results. 

County officials refused re-
quests for interviews with the
ME investigators involved in
Blevins’ case, but Wayne
County spokesman Dennis
Niemiec said office staff won’t
log any of the 13,000 calls they
receive per year on John Does
unless the call might lead to
identification. 

Gunter said an early August
call was the only time she
learned of any John Doe in the
office, a man Niemiec said In-
vestigator Reginald Harvel de-
scribed as in his 50s. Gunter
balked at coming in because
her dad was much older. 

Yet, in the John Doe’s pock-
ets were a watch, some beads
and things belonging to Ble-
vins. The investigator didn’t
share that information with
Gunter, said Niemiec, to avoid
a false positive identification.
But Macomb County Medical
Examiner Dr. Daniel Spitz said

he would have shared it. 
“We go to elaborate steps to

identify a person,” Spitz said.
“It’s a lot of different things.
It’s not a cookbook.”

Several weeks later, when
Gunter finally decided to go to
the morgue, it was those items
that assured her that the body
before her was actually her fa-
ther.

Absent from the file is any
indication that ME investiga-
tors talked to Detroit Police as
part of their attempts to identi-
fy Blevins. 

Gunter had filled out a po-
lice notice given to members of
the news media with details
and a photo of her father —
more information than the ME
typically gets from police. Ev-
ery few weeks, Detroit police
give ME investigators a list of
missing people’s names, Nie-
miec said.

Dragovic said investigators
in his office often call police de-
partments for their help in
identifying John Does. 

Sgt. Eren Stephens, Detroit
Police spokeswoman, said the

officer with Blevins’ case did
what he could, given his work
load. Gunter said the officer re-
turned her calls once, telling
her to hire a private investiga-
tor.

“We’re doing everything we
can in our realm. It’s almost
like finding a needle in a hay-
stack,” Stephens said. 

After the Free Press inqui-
ry, Stephens said the ME’s of-
fice will now receive the same
detailed alerts sent to the news
media.

But Gunter said she is
pained that her father was no
one’s priority but hers. 

“It’s a human being,” she
said, regardless of who or how
they died.

The Free Press offered to
provide a description of the
three unidentified bodies at
the Wayne County morgue.
The bodies will be kept for at
least 60 days before burial,
Niemiec said. The ME’s office
refused. 
❚ CONTACT MEGHA SATYANARAYANA: 586-
826-7267 OR MEGHA@FREEPRESS.COM

Daughter angry
dad sat in morgue
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In August and September, while she searched Detroit, Doris Gunter’s
father lay dead at the Wayne County Medical Examiner’s Office. 
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L.J. Blevins, 71,
had been in
Detroit only a
few weeks be-
fore he wandered
away from his
daughter’s back-
yard in the fog of
dementia. De-
troit police found
his body near the
Ambassador
Bridge six days
later. 
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able bodies are rare. 
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