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Residents can recycle electronics 
The Wayne County Department of Public Services, the

City of Dearborn and Vintage Tech Recyclers will sponsor
an electronics recycling event Saturday that is open to all
county residents.

Residents can drop off electronics including desktop
and laptop computers, televisions, VCRs, DVD players,
game consoles, telephones, cell phones, fax machines, ste-
reos, copiers, microwaves, CD players and handheld elec-
tronics such as iPods and miscellaneous cables.

The event is 8 a.m.-1 p.m. at the Henry Ford Centennial
Library, 16301 Michigan Ave., Dearborn.

For information, call 734-326-3936.

VAN BUREN TOWNSHIP

Taylor man killed in crash on I-275
A 28-year-old Taylor man was killed early Saturday

when his vehicle was struck by an SUV traveling the
wrong way on I-275 in Van Buren Township, according to
the Michigan State Police Metro South Post.

Police said a 36-year-old Virginia man was driving his
2011 Jeep Grand Cherokee northbound in the southbound
lanes on I-275 near Tyler Road at 1:18 a.m. His vehicle
struck a 2001 Pontiac Grand Am, killing the Taylor man
driving that car, according to police. 

The driver of the Jeep suffered non-life-threatening
injuries. Police said alcohol appears to be a factor in the
crash. Police have not released the identities of the drivers. 

PLYMOUTH

Help clean up bicycling trail today 
The nonprofit Friends of the I-275 Metro Trail will hold

its first trail cleanup of the bicycling season noon-3 p.m.
today, the group’s leaders said.

“Over the winter, the trail has accumulated a lot of de-
bris,” communications chair John Bailey of Farmington
Hills said. “We’ll be concentrating on litter cleanup, ini-
tially on the section just north of 8 Mile.”

Those who can help should meet in the Meijer parking
lot at the southwest corner of 8 Mile and Haggerty.

The group will provide trash bags, but volunteers
should bring work gloves and tools for picking up litter.

Quick hit
❚ CITY BUYS PUMPER: Having agreed to a joint firefighting
and ambulance service with the City of Northville, the
Plymouth City Commission has voted to spend $440,321 on
a fire pumper. The city will formally join the Northville
department in January when its agreement with Plymouth
Township, its partner in the Plymouth Community Fire
Department, expires.

Wayne

-- COMPILED FROM REPORTS BY MELANIE D. SCOTT, BILL LAITNER 
AND GANNETT NEWSPAPERS

WEST BLOOMFIELD

Speak out on school funding cuts
Residents can attend an Education Task Force meeting

Monday to provide testimony on proposed state cuts to
school funding. 

The meeting will be 4-6 p.m. at Pine Lake Elementary,
3333 W. Long Lake Road in West Bloomfield.

Gov. Rick Snyder’s proposed budget eliminates $1.1 bil-
lion from the School Aid Fund to address a $1.4-billion
budget deficit. Under his budget, schools would effectively
face cuts of at least $715 per student. State Rep. Lisa
Brown, D-West Bloomfield, the minority vice chair of the
House Education Committee, is hosting the meeting. 

“I encourage people to come out and let their voices be
heard. We must stand up for our children and protect their
right to get a quality education,” Brown said.

State Reps. Ellen Cogen Lipton, D-Huntington Woods,
and Jim Ananich, D-Flint, who serve on the appropriations
school aid subcommittee, are expected to attend. 

OAK PARK

2 arrested in shooting death tied to argument
Two suspects were arrested Friday night in the shoot-

ing death of a man in Oak Park.
Police responded about 6:35 p.m. to several 911 calls

reporting an argument involving a person with a gun at
8 Mile and Kipling, near Coolidge.

When police arrived, they found a man in the road, dead
of a gunshot wound to his head. Officers arrested two sus-
pects in Detroit, just blocks from the shooting scene.
Charges are pending. 

Police did not release details on the nature of the argu-
ment that led to the shooting.

No names or ages have been released, and no further
information was available Saturday.

Anyone with information about the shooting should call
Oak Park police at 248-691-7510. 

BIRMINGHAM

Farmers market will return to downtown May 1
Fresh produce, flowers and homemade baked goods will

return to downtown Birmingham on Sundays when the
Birmingham Farmers Market reopens for its ninth season
May 1.

The open-air market will be open 9 a.m.-2 p.m. in the
city parking lot at 660 N. Old Woodward, on the east side
of Woodward just north of Booth Park.

“Last year, we grew by 20% in our number of vendors
and our attendance went up” as more shoppers sought
fresh, locally grown fruit and vegetables, coordinator Lori
Rondello said.

Everything at the market is grown or made in Michigan,
she said last week.

Oakland

-- COMPILED FROM REPORTS BY BILL LAITNER AND MEGHA SATYANARAYANA 

CLINTON TOWNSHIP

Benefits seminar can help seniors
People turning 65 or who are newly disabled can receive

information about benefits at an April 26 seminar hosted
by the county’s senior citizens services.

Topics will include Social Security, Medicare, prescrip-
tion assistance and veterans benefits. The seminar will run
4-6 p.m. at the VerKuilen Building Senior Auditorium,
21885 Dunham, Entrance C. 

Registration is required; call 586-469-6313.
A fund-raiser will be held 10 a.m.-3 p.m. Thursday at the

same location, with part of the sales donated to support the
program that provides income-eligible seniors with cou-
pons for Michigan-grown produce from farmers markets.

ARMADA

Time to dump hazardous waste, unwanted meds
The county health department is holding a household

hazardous-waste collection Saturday at the Armada Fair-
grounds.

Residents can drop off unwanted or unused household
chemicals, including gasoline, battery acid and oil-based
paint and solvents. Latex paint will not be accepted.

Unwanted medications in nondescript containers, such
as a plastic bag, also will be accepted.

Items will be collected 8 a.m.-1 p.m. The fairgrounds is
off Fair Street, north of East Main (Armada Ridge Road).

COUNTYWIDE

Schools, veterans department earn kudos 
Commissioners will spotlight the work of county schools

that earned Michigan green school status this school year
and the veterans service department.

Commissioners are to present school representatives
with a flag and certificate signed by board Chairwoman
Kathy Vosburg and Gov. Rick Snyder on Monday at the
Macomb Intermediate School District in Clinton Town-
ship. The veterans services department recognition
April 20 is part of the board designating April as National
County Government Month in the county.

Last year, the department recovered nearly $6.4 million
in back pay for claims made by veterans. 

SHELBY TOWNSHIP

Raffles, food, music to help care for abused kids 
Care House, a Mt. Clemens agency that treats children

who have been physically and sexually abused, will hold its
15th annual Fools for Kids fund-raiser May 2 at Palazzo
Grande. Doors open at 5 p.m. 

The theme is a cruise ship, and there will be raffles, a
live auction, music and food. Tickets are $60 each. Tables
of eight are $480. For tickets, call 586-463-0123. 

Macomb
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Peep this: A local farm is
renting chicks for Easter out of
its stall at Eastern Market and
Sarah Wilson, a Detroit mom,
is thinking she might do it. 

“It’s a good learning oppor-
tunity,” she said, looking at her
daughters Ruth and Frieda,
bouncing around in anticipa-
tion. “And you don’t have to
deal with the long-term re-
sponsibility. It’s a brilliant
idea.”

The plan was hatched three
years ago by Johnny Gyergyov
of J&M Farm in Allenton, in St.
Clair County, after reading
about an East Coast farmer
who was doing something simi-
lar. For $50, he’ll send home
two chicks with their own pen,
bedding and feed for two
weeks. At the end of the rental,
each 14-day farmer brings back
the chicks and gets a dozen
eggs. The chicks replace older
hens in the egg production line,
where the birds live in coops,

but are free to go as they please
within a fenced area. 

He has 50 pairs of fuzzed
learning material ready to go. 

“The kids get to be little
chicken farmers for two
weeks,” he said from his Satur-
day stall in Shed 2, close to
Russell Street. “It’s just that
time of year that we always re-
place our chickens. We just of-
fer this as another fun thing to
do with kids and families.”

And it’s a way of keeping
chicks out of animal shelters,
where the Humane Society of
the United States says they of-
ten end up after being given as
Easter gifts. 

Ruth and Frieda, who also
have a dog, can’t wait. 

“We’ll take care of it,” said

Ruth, whose classroom at
Brookside Lower School at
Cranbrook in Bloomfield Hills
once had a guinea pig. “Play
with it, get it food, give it water
and clean its cage.”

Sarah Wilson said they’ve
never done chicks before but
the experience will probably be
worth it. If they decide to rent,
they’ll come back to the farm’s
stall the Saturday before East-
er to pick up the chicks, and re-
turn them to the same spot.

“It will be the best day of my
life,” Frieda said about getting
a chick. 

J&M Farm is better known
for pork production, but Gyer-
gyov said corn and fuel prices
have dwindled his hog heads
from several hundred to about

50. Rent-a-chick allows J&M
Farm to make up some of that
loss, he said. “It’s 50 cents
here, 50 cents there,” he said. 

They have between 600 and
700 chickens, 100 of which are

egg-laying, and the rest for
meat.

Last year, he said, they rent-
ed 20 pairs, and got 19 back. 

Though Sarah Wilson
hasn’t decided, her daughters

are already celebrating. “We
get to have a chicken,” said
Ruth, smiling ear-to-ear. 

For information on renting a pair of
chicks, call 810-798-3743.

Easter chicks for rent at Eastern Market
By MEGHA SATYANARAYANA
FREE PRESS STAFF WRITER

MEGHA SATYANARAYANA/Detroit Free Press

Frieda, left, and Ruth Wilson, and
Diego Beaman, in front of mock
housing for a rent-a-chick program
at Eastern Market in Detroit.
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