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A Dearborn Heights man and
his store, Pet Station, are ac-
cused of subjecting more than
20 dogs, 70 birds and numerous
other animals to poor care that
included depriving them of food
and water.

Wayne County Prosecutor
Kym Worthy announced charg-
es Wednesday against Ramzi
Dakhlallah, 40, and Pet Station.
The alleged abuse was tracked
from July 31, 2009, through
Tuesday. Worthy also an-
nounced animal cruelty charges
against a Rockwood man in an
unrelated incident in which the
man is accused of abandoning
six dogs in a house.

Dakhlallah will be arraigned
today in 20th District Court in
Dearborn Heights. He and Pet
Station are charged with one
count of abandonment and/or
cruelty to 10 or more animals, a
four-year felony. 

He and the store also face
misdemeanor charges: one
count of false pretenses be-
tween $200 and $1,000 for sell-
ing a sick animal; one count of
nonsufficient funds of $100 or
more but less than $500 for writ-
ing a bad check on the pet store’s
account; 20 counts of violations
related to the pet shop and care
of animals; one count of rules vi-
olations for failing to maintain
proper records on the animals,
and 13 counts of violation of the
Animal Industry Act for not fol-
lowing the state Department of
Agriculture rules for the impor-
tation of dogs into the state.
Those charges have penalties

varying from 30 days to one
year in jail.

About 10 people complained
to authorities about the misera-
ble conditions in the pet store,
Prosecutor’s Office spokes-
woman Maria Miller said. 

In the other case, authorities
allege that Lester France, 44, of
Rockwood abandoned six Amer-
ican bulldogs in a house where
he previously lived in the 28200
block of Cahill in Flat Rock. On
Sunday, a tip led police to the
home, where they found the

dogs placed in kennels without
food or water. 

Four of the dogs were dead —
their bodies filthy and emaciat-
ed, according to investigators. A
fifth dog, also emaciated, died
shortly after being taken to an
animal care facility for treat-
ment.

The sixth dog was taken to
the Flat Rock Animal Shelter for
treatment and is still alive.

France is charged with aban-
doning and cruelty to four to 10
animals, a two-year felony. He

will be arraigned today in 33rd
District Court in Woodhaven.

The Wayne County Prosecu-
tor’s Office Animal Protection
Unit, formed in 2008, investigat-
ed the cases. 

Worthy stressed the need for
tougher laws. She said when it
comes to animal cruelty, “the
laws in Michigan are horribly
inadequate.”

“The penalty I think should
be a lot higher,” Worthy said.
❚ CONTACT CECIL ANGEL: 313-223-4531
OR CANGEL@FREEPRESS.COM

Dearborn Heights pet store 
is accused of animal cruelty

ANDRE J. JACKSON/DETROIT FREE PRESS

Officials raided the Pet Station in Dearborn Heights on Wednesday. Its owner is charged with animal
cruelty. People complained to authorities about the conditions in the store, the prosecutor’s office said. 
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accommodate the work of the
advisory board, which would
still need to be formed. Salaries
must be established before the
May 14 candidate filing deadline
for those offices passes.

The decision to consider
forming an advisory group to
review the salaries of public of-
ficials in other counties comes
as Public Works Commissioner
Anthony Marrocco seeks an in-
crease in his compensation. He
has asked commissioners for an
extra $24,000 per year, citing
additional duties brought on by
various drain projects and not-
ing that his salary trails those of
the drain commissioners in both
Wayne and Genesee counties.

Commissioner Fred Miller,
D-Mt. Clemens, suggested call-
ing DiMaria’s motion the salary
increase validation committee,
an apparent reference to Mar-
rocco’s request.

He said it was a bad idea to
form such a group, noting that
“we are the decision makers.”

DiMaria, however, said that
commissioners would retain au-
thority and would only be con-
sidering the recommendations.

“We’re not passing the buck
to anybody,” he said. “We’re not
bound by anything they say.”

If commissioners opt not to
form the advisory board at their
7 p.m. meeting today, they can
revisit the salary motions. 
❚ CONTACT ERIC D. LAWRENCE: 
ELAWRENCE@FREEPRESS.COM

Macomb County commis-
sioners are to consider tonight
setting up an advisory panel to
weigh in on salaries for county-
wide elected officials.

The move to create a five-
member commission to com-
pare salaries for Macomb Coun-
ty officials against officials in
other counties was an unexpect-
ed addition to Wednesday’s fi-
nance committee meeting put
forward by Commissioner Phil
DiMaria, D-Eastpointe. 

Commissioners had been
preparing to vote on motions
that would have frozen salaries
for countywide elected officials
and commissioners, but opted to
suspend those votes in favor of
allowing the full board to decide
on the creation of the panel.

The move sparked some
heated exchanges between com-
missioners, some of whom ques-
tioned the timing of DiMaria’s
motion, and those like Commis-
sioner James Carabelli, R-Shel-
by Township, who challenged
commissioners to say whether
they even knew the salaries of
certain elected officials in
Wayne and Oakland counties for
purposes of comparison.

Commissioners have until
May 14 to approve salaries for
elected officials and commis-
sioners and likely would have to
schedule additional meetings to

Macomb commissioners to
look at salary advisory panel
By Eric D. Lawrence
Free Press Staff Writer

lan said.
The ACLU insisted Wednes-

day that the invasive search is
still being used based on com-
plaints from prisoners. It also
said it believes Warren only
stopped having the women sit on
an unclean chair. The ACLU
wants the practice banned by
state prison policy.

The searches can be espe-
cially traumatic because many
female prisoners are victims of
sexual assault, the ACLU said.

Over the years, female pris-
oners in Michigan have been
awarded more than $100 million
in suits resulting from sexual
assaults by corrections staff.

“Touching myself in front of
someone is a very painful and
personal issue,” Lisa Wimbley,
45, told the ACLU in a Nov. 28
letter. She’s serving 19-30 years
for second-degree murder.

“I feel as though I am being
raped every time I have a visit
and this is done to me, yet I en-
dure to have a relationship with
my daughters and grandchil-
dren,” she said.

The ACLU said the searches
are required when women leave
work assignments or visit with
lawyers and family — even
when they aren’t suspected of
smuggling contraband.

A 44-year-old prisoner serv-
ing time for armed robbery told
the ACLU that kitchen workers
in 2010 once were forced to sub-
mit to the invasive search in
front of each other because a
guard suspected them of smug-
gling chicken.

“There are no words in the
human vocabulary that can ex-
press how I felt as I was forced
to strip down butt naked in front
of other women,” the prisoner
wrote to the ACLU. “I felt as I
was being raped all over again,
like I had been raped in the
streets.

“It broke my self-esteem
down so low because I have
these ugly scars all over my bo-
dy from the beatings that I suf-
fered in the streets from differ-
ent men when I was getting high

off drugs,” she said.
Several women said they

have forgone family visits to
avoid the searches, the ACLU
said. Women who refuse to co-
operate can be forced to submit
or put in solitary confinement,
the ACLU added.

Maureen Buell, a specialist
at the National Institute of Cor-
rections in Washington, said
many prison systems are cau-
tious about female strip search-
es “because of the history many
women bring into the system —
they’re often victims of child-
hood or adult sexual assaults.” 

The ACLU letter comes less
than two weeks after the U.S.
Supreme Court ruled 5-4 that
jailers could perform invasive
strip searches on people arrest-
ed for even minor offenses. The
case involved a New Jersey man
who was strip-searched in two
county jails after his arrest for
failing to pay a fine that he had,
in fact, paid. Justice Anthony
Kennedy said strip searches are
justified to check for such
things as lice, contagious infec-
tions and contraband.

Michigan ACLU staffer Sa-
rah Mehta said she interprets
the decision as applying to only
new prisoners, not to those al-
ready in prison.

She said the ACLU doesn’t
object to the search if prison
staffers have reason to believe a
female prisoner is concealing
contraband.

But she said the so-called
squat-and-cough strip searches,
though undignified, are prefer-
able because they don’t require
women to touch themselves in
front of others.

ACLU spokeswoman Rana
Elmir said both male and female
prisoners are required to sub-
mit to strip searches in which
they spread their buttocks. But
“what women are being re-
quired to do is the men’s search-
plus,” she said.
❚ THE ASSOCIATED PRESS CONTRIBUTED TO
THIS REPORT. 

ACLU: State prisons asked to do
away with invasive strip searches
FROM PAGE 6A

A couple of Detroit parks got
minor face-lifts Wednesday, as
fire burned off unwanted brush
and grass. 

Landscape and ecology ex-
perts torched Rouge Park and
Eliza Howell Park on the city’s
west side, hoping to quell inva-
sive plants and help seed normal
grasses, flowers and brush that
were choked out long ago.

Observing at Rouge Park
were Southfield students, part
of a homeschool 4H club. 

“It’s cool to see the actual
thing happening,” said Gabri-
elle Gordon, 14, as the flames
took over a grassy area near
West Outer Drive and Tireman.
The students said they want to
come back next week to help De-
troit Public Schools students
plant grass and flower seeds. 

The Rouge River rises and

falls erratically. Native grasses
and plants retain water. 

“Prairie plants have a much
better uptake of water, which
means less water in the river,”
said ecologist Gary Crawford of
ECT, an environmental consul-
tancy group from Ann Arbor.

Crawford said the experts al-
so are trying to stem the growth
of an ornamental crabapple
shrub that turned parts of the
prairie land into a mini-forest. 

“It’s really overgrowing the

prairie,” Crawford said. 
Many communities in south-

east Michigan have regular con-
trolled burns as a way to man-
age woody and grassy areas, but
with tight budgets, park mainte-
nance often falls to the wayside.

Wednesday’s burns, which cost
about $7,500, were funded
through a two-year $648,000
grant the Alliance of Rouge
Communities received from the
U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency Great Lakes Restora-
tion Initiative, said Zachare Bell
of ECT. 

So, with a north wind blow-
ing, landscape experts lit thin
lines of a gasoline-kerosene mix
and watched it go. 

Matt Demmon of PlantWise,
a landscape restoration compa-
ny in Ann Arbor, trailed the fire
as it hit wet edges. 

“It pretty much puts itself
out,” he said. 

Detroit fire officials looked
on from the street. 

“It’s a beautiful thing when
you don’t have to put out a fire,”
said Lt. Quinton Levant. 

PHOTOS BY KATHLEEN GALLIGAN/DETROIT FREE PRESS

Matt Demmon of the PlantWise company in Ann Arbor sets fire to woody shrubs and grasses in Rouge Park, on Detroit’s west side on
Wednesday. The burn was meant to stem invasive species, particularly an ornamental crabapple shrub, and make way for native ones. 

BAD GRASS GOES, MAKING WAY FOR THE GOOD
Burns clear Rouge,
Eliza Howell parks
By Megha Satyanarayana
Free Press Staff Writer

Marly Schnei-
der watches
the burn in
Rouge Park.
The Detroit
Fire Depart-
ment was
standing by.
“It’s a beautiful
thing when
you don’t have
to put out a
fire,” said Lt.
Quinton Le-
vant.
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more but less than $500 for writ-
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account; 20 counts of violations
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olations for failing to maintain
proper records on the animals,
and 13 counts of violation of the
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ble conditions in the pet store,
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In the other case, authorities
allege that Lester France, 44, of
Rockwood abandoned six Amer-
ican bulldogs in a house where
he previously lived in the 28200
block of Cahill in Flat Rock. On
Sunday, a tip led police to the
home, where they found the

dogs placed in kennels without
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Four of the dogs were dead —
their bodies filthy and emaciat-
ed, according to investigators. A
fifth dog, also emaciated, died
shortly after being taken to an
animal care facility for treat-
ment.

The sixth dog was taken to
the Flat Rock Animal Shelter for
treatment and is still alive.

France is charged with aban-
doning and cruelty to four to 10
animals, a two-year felony. He

will be arraigned today in 33rd
District Court in Woodhaven.
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tor’s Office Animal Protection
Unit, formed in 2008, investigat-
ed the cases. 

Worthy stressed the need for
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laws in Michigan are horribly
inadequate.”
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accommodate the work of the
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May 14 candidate filing deadline
for those offices passes.

The decision to consider
forming an advisory group to
review the salaries of public of-
ficials in other counties comes
as Public Works Commissioner
Anthony Marrocco seeks an in-
crease in his compensation. He
has asked commissioners for an
extra $24,000 per year, citing
additional duties brought on by
various drain projects and not-
ing that his salary trails those of
the drain commissioners in both
Wayne and Genesee counties.

Commissioner Fred Miller,
D-Mt. Clemens, suggested call-
ing DiMaria’s motion the salary
increase validation committee,
an apparent reference to Mar-
rocco’s request.

He said it was a bad idea to
form such a group, noting that
“we are the decision makers.”

DiMaria, however, said that
commissioners would retain au-
thority and would only be con-
sidering the recommendations.

“We’re not passing the buck
to anybody,” he said. “We’re not
bound by anything they say.”

If commissioners opt not to
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pare salaries for Macomb Coun-
ty officials against officials in
other counties was an unexpect-
ed addition to Wednesday’s fi-
nance committee meeting put
forward by Commissioner Phil
DiMaria, D-Eastpointe. 

Commissioners had been
preparing to vote on motions
that would have frozen salaries
for countywide elected officials
and commissioners, but opted to
suspend those votes in favor of
allowing the full board to decide
on the creation of the panel.

The move sparked some
heated exchanges between com-
missioners, some of whom ques-
tioned the timing of DiMaria’s
motion, and those like Commis-
sioner James Carabelli, R-Shel-
by Township, who challenged
commissioners to say whether
they even knew the salaries of
certain elected officials in
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state prison policy.
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assaults by corrections staff.

“Touching myself in front of
someone is a very painful and
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letter. She’s serving 19-30 years
for second-degree murder.

“I feel as though I am being
raped every time I have a visit
and this is done to me, yet I en-
dure to have a relationship with
my daughters and grandchil-
dren,” she said.

The ACLU said the searches
are required when women leave
work assignments or visit with
lawyers and family — even
when they aren’t suspected of
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ing time for armed robbery told
the ACLU that kitchen workers
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“It broke my self-esteem
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But she said the so-called
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though undignified, are prefer-
able because they don’t require
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front of others.
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thing happening,” said Gabri-
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West Outer Drive and Tireman.
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and plants retain water. 

“Prairie plants have a much
better uptake of water, which
means less water in the river,”
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tancy group from Ann Arbor.

Crawford said the experts al-
so are trying to stem the growth
of an ornamental crabapple
shrub that turned parts of the
prairie land into a mini-forest. 
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trolled burns as a way to man-
age woody and grassy areas, but
with tight budgets, park mainte-
nance often falls to the wayside.
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about $7,500, were funded
through a two-year $648,000
grant the Alliance of Rouge
Communities received from the
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So, with a north wind blow-
ing, landscape experts lit thin
lines of a gasoline-kerosene mix
and watched it go. 

Matt Demmon of PlantWise,
a landscape restoration compa-
ny in Ann Arbor, trailed the fire
as it hit wet edges. 

“It pretty much puts itself
out,” he said. 

Detroit fire officials looked
on from the street. 

“It’s a beautiful thing when
you don’t have to put out a fire,”
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